






Human Events A Weekly Analysis for the American Citizen 


Editorial Office 1710 Rhode Island Ave., N. W.. WASHINGTON 6,D.C. Telephg 










TOR IONAL 2066 
Ah Ire 
Vox. VII, No. 50, Issue Number 359, DEcEMBER 13, 1950 * Edito lef R ; ah IGHEN 








an z 
; FROM PEARL HARBOR TO KOREA 
& by William Henry Chamberlin 
s 
The calendar sometimes inflicts strange ironies. December 7, 1941, 
was the date of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. This was not a 
e bolt from the blue or an act of mental aberration. It was the result of 
y a long diplomatic deadlock, during which the United States had been in- 
- @ flexible and uncompromising in its demand that Japan withdraw completely 


from China. 

A virtual commercial blockade of Japan had been enforced since the 
end of July. The proposal of the moderate Japanese Prime Minister, 
Prince Konoye, to come to the United States and seek a basis of accommo- 

? dation in personal talks with Roosevelt had been brushed aside. A pro- 
posal for a temporary modus vivendi which Hull had considered during the 
last days of November was never presented to the Japanese. 

There are two highly impressive witnesses for the proposition that 
the Pacific War, of which the first shots were fired at Pearl Harbor, 

ms was a conflict over China. Roosevelt, at a dinner of the Foreign Policy 
ke Association in 1944, said: 


"We could have compromised with Japan and bargained for 
a place in a Japanese-dominated Asia by selling out the 
jar hearts' blood of the Chinese people. And we rejected that!" 


His bellicose Secretary of War, the late Henry L. Stimson, confirmed 
this Roosevelt statement. In his diary for November 25 Stimson reported 
on an important council held by Roosevelt, composed of Hull, Knox, 
Marshall, Stark and himself, at which "the question was how we should 
% maneuver them (the Japanese) into firing the first shot without allowing 
ly too much danger to ourselves". In his book of memoirs, On Active Serv- 
ice, Stimson flatly asserts: 

"If at any time the United States had been willing to concede to 
Japan a free hand in China there would have been no war in the Pacific." 








Sa Il So the propaganda pattern which was sold to the American people be- 
fore and after Pearl Harbor presented a highly melodramatic picture of 

s 

: an incredibly wicked Japan and a virtuous, wronged China. America was 


to be the white knight, the Sir Galahad, who would rescue China from the 
molestations of Japan. Utterly blot out Japan -- so ran the argument at 
that time, and peace and stability would reign forever in the Orient, 
and American missionary effort and trade in China would flourish like 
the green bay tree. 
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to a Mississippi Senator found 160 of them strongly asking the same things. Senator 
Taft's mail is the heaviest in over two years, and preponderantly asking Acheson's 
ouster, and decisive action in Korea. And there are a number of demands for the im. 
peachment of the President. 


* * * * * 


SPEED-UP _IN MOBILIZATION: Swift mobilization of economic and military resources, 
with intensified rearmament effort, is now the declared objective of Mr. Truman and 
his high officials. This has the appearance of a reversal of weeks of inaction, in- 
decision and uncertainty. Some of the sharper economic controls granted by Congress 
last summer are about to be invoked, Mr. Truman indicates, with larger armed forces, 
and expansion in facilities for production of war materials. A proclamation of 
"limited" national emergency to attain these ends lay on Mr. Truman's desk this 
week, ready for his signature at any minute, but details not given out in advance. 
The sudden change toa speed-up, after long looking at April 1 as a date for "swift" 
mobilization, came in response to rapidly growing pressures in Congress, where the 
big mail from home has given voice to demands for instant acceleration in the whole 
rearmament effort, and an end to administrative vacillation. 





If Mr. Truman carries through as he now indicates, here is what is in sight: 
Price and wage controls are coming fast, and together; union leaders will have | 
failed in the effort to stall off both in the hope of finally getting only price 
control. Manpower shortages will mount now, due to the armed services calling in 
more young men, and reservists. Material shortages will begin to spread as defense 
orders claim more basic materials; the Government will decide what defense gets and 
what is left for civilians. Salary controls may come quickly with wage controls; 
but either way, there is another tax rise in sight very soon after the new Congress 
assembles. Inflation will not easily be brought under control; it will expand some 
more, and lead to higher appropriations in the new Congress for defense costs. 
Labor will resist giving a "no strike" pledge, which may lead to the present Wage 
Stabilization Board being quickly changed into a War Labor Board, probably with 
Cyrus Ching at the head of it. There will be a big deficit in Government spending, 
especially in the new fiscal year, when officials now estimate the outgo at $67 
billion. Only about half of the spending will be covered by current taxes, even 
with increases in levies and brackets. Ultimate ceiling of the men in the armed 
forcos will probably be 5 million, but this is not certain. 


To many, "emergency" looks like merely a word which the Administration grasps 
in its desperation -= since the White House has already long possessed extraordi- 
nary powers to act. Be that as it may. If it does act, the repercussions of mobil- 
ization, as outlined in the preceding paragraph, will not be far behind. 


* * * * * 


MACARTHUR: Amid the continuing pother about General MacArthur's failure to foresee 
the massive invasion of North Korea by the Chinese Communists, we learn of an ex- 
plosive fact. This fact, if ever produced before an open hearing, would destroy the 
talk of Marshall's "reckless tactics". 


From a source, peculiarly in a position to know, we hear that the Far Eastern 
Commander, before his final thrust toward the Yalu river, read an intelligence re- 
port from Washington. The report discounted chances of the Chinese Communists in- 
tervening in serious force. This report came from the office of General Walter Be- 


dell Smith, Chief of the Central Intelligence Agency, and represented the considered 


view of that body's experts. 


Now the Central Intelligence Agency is the overall Agency for gathering intel- 
ligence and evaluating it from all angles -=- including the political. Hence, it 
took account of the various pol’tical maneuvers in the UN, the atmosphere of the 
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moves in the diplomatic chess game == and thereby gave MacArthur the decisive in- 
formation he sought. For the Far Eastern Commander necessarily had to consider the 
state of negotiations as one factor affecting the picture along the Yalu. With such 
an opinion from Washington, and the UN mandate to recapture all Korean territory, it 
would have been surprising if MacArthur, or any other commander, had hesitated. 


As for his own Intelligence arm, observers from Korea have pointed out to us 
how very nearly impossible it would have been for General Willoughby's men to ob- 
tain the necessary information in view of the terrain and weather. "The only intel- 
ligence", remarked a two-star general to us the other night, "necessary to warn us 
of the danger of a Chinese Communist invasion was available from the very first day 
our troops landed in Korea: the plain fact that the Reds were in force in Manchuria." 


In this connection, we must draw attention to a dispatch to the Manchester 
Guardian from their American correspondent, Alistair Cooke, reprinted in the Balti- 
more Sun (December 8), in which Cooke reports that "Washington is coming to accept 
the humiliating fact that General MacArthur has been defeated rather than discred- 
ited". The British correspondent, not noted for any partiality in MacArthur's 
favor, sought to debunk his own countrymen's effort to attribute “our present grief 
to a presumption on the General's part that his military and political authority 
coincide". After a long review of UN and MacArthur policy, Cooke comes to the con- 
clusion, "his Washington critics are beginning to admit it is hard to see that he 
did more than take a gamble the UN backed -= and lost". But Cooke is in error about 


the "critics" attitude. Since his piece appeared, some columnists have been at it 
again == with all the malice they can summon. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 


TIME IS GETTING SHORT: Have you remembered all those you wish to remember this 
Christmastime? We believe a gift of HUMAN EVENTS is particularly appropriate 
to men of good will. Surely a weekly reminder of the principles for which we 
stand is indicative of your thoughtfulness. If the Christmas gift offers which 
we have included with copies of HUMAN EVENTS the past few weeks have been "lost 
in the shuffle", may we take this bit of space to bring them to your attention? 





An especially designed gift enclosure will deliver the issue of December 20, 
mailed special delivery to ensure it reaching the recipient before Christmas. 
The rates for these gifts are as follows: 


Two or more 3-month subscriptions at $2.50 each 


Two or more 6=<month subscriptions at $5.00 each 


Two or more annual subscriptions at $9.00 each 


With a $50.00 order you will be entitled to a bound copy of HUMAN EVENTS for 
the year 1950. Just tell us how you want the gift envelopes inscribed and we 
will handle your gift problems for you. 














MARSHALL AND KOREA: From a well-informed source, we have received some interesting 
hitherto unpublished information about the original, ill-fated decision to land 
troops on the Korean peninsula last June. There has always been a good deal of mys- 
tery about how the President reached the decision to send ground troops and engage 
in land warfare. Last summer, this column gathered various bits of evidence and 
hearsay which suggested that the military chiefs were either opposed or reluctant. 
(It is now known that they were inclined to adhere to a secret plan which limited 
retaliation to air bombing and naval blockade.) Generally, it has been believed 
that the responsibility for the landing was solely that of Truman and Acheson. 















Now comes word suggesting that there was a third partner in the decision. 
We hear from a usually well-informed source that President Truman paid a secret 
visit to General George C. Marshall some time in the 24 hours preceding the after- 
noon of June 26. According to this information, the President motored to the Gen- 
eral's home at Leesburg, Virginia, about 35 miles from Washington -=- although it is 
not explained why, instead, the General did not come to the White House. The Pres- 
ident was reportedly absent from the Capital for about four hours. As such a motor 
journey should have consumed about an hour-and=-a-half (down and back), there was 
ample time for a considerable review of the Korean situation. While our source 
gives no details about what was said at the meeting, we are justified in concluding 
that General Marshall urged or approved the plan for landing U.S. troops in Korea. 
It would, indeed, be surprising if Marshall's assent was not given, for it is well 
known that the President has long esteemed Marshall's military counsel. Finally, it 
was after this secret meeting that the President made the decision of June 26 to 
undertake the ill-starred Korean landing. 






* * * * * 


SENATOR THOMAS: Mr. Truman is contemplating a switch to take care of Senator 
Elbert Thomas (D., Utah), defeated for re-election. Thus, he would be made Secre- 
tary of Labor, according to intent now, and Secretary Tobin would be transferred to 
the Chairmanship of the Democratic National Committee. Chairman Boyle is retiring 
because of ill health. Thomas is now Chairman of the Senate Labor Committee, and 
the move, if made, would indicate that Mr. Truman will continue to court the unions 
as a political sheet anchor. Thomas was the father of the voluntary "no strike" 
pledge given by unions early in World War II, and he frustrated Senate passage of 
the "no strike prohibition" bill brought up when strikes impeded war production. 
However, Thomas is reported shy. It is said that UN Delegate Austin has offered 
Thomas the post of Governor of UN=-mandated islands in the Pacific. An atoll may 
seem the more peaceful spot to a weary lame-duck Senator. 





* * * x x 


LABOR COMMITTEE FIGHT: Membership vacancies in the Senate Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare in the new Congress have become engulfed this week in a grim battle 
for retention of control by Labor interests of this most effective bottleneck on 
"labor" legislation in the new session. 





The Committee will have three vacancies on the majority side, and one on the 
minority side, due to the retirement of Senators Thomas, Pepper and Withers, Demo- 
crats, and Donnell, Republican. These changes, under committee seniority, give the 
presiding role to Montana's "liberal" Senator Jim Murray, long a defender of "Left 
causes". In the 8lst Congress the Committee has consisted of 8 Democrats and 5 
Republicans, but the Republicans demand now that their number shall be increased to 
7. It is on this issue that the battle will be fought out on the Senate floor. 





Industrial management has a tremendous stake in the outcome of the contest. 
Murray has lately been Chairman of the Committee's sub-Committee on Labor-Management 
Relations, engaged in provocative and controversial studies of management policies 
and relations with employees. The sub-Committee's staff was recruited from among 
former union organizers and well defined "liberals" in government. A series of 
prospective sub-Committee reports, highly critical and condemnatory of industrial 
managements, have lately been prepared and are in readiness to be issued as soon 
as the new Congress is organized. Minority members who have seen the prospective 
reports describe them as highly distorted, factually inaccurate, and prejudiced in 
their findings and recommendations. These minority members also say they have been 
informed that the proposed reports were prepared in the Research Division of CIO, 
and are based solely on CIO contentions. 
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